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Key Ideas for Parents 
 

Think Deeply:  The Common Core em-
phasizes critical thinking.  It re-
quires students to analyze more, 
discuss more, evaluation more, jus-
tify more and explain their thinking 
and understanding deeply, especial-
ly in writing.   

Integrating Learning: The Common 
Core emphasizes learning across 
disciplines (reading and math and 
social studies standards combined 
into one task).  Students spend 
more time working together with 
different real-life settings, struc-
tures and tools.   

Showing How They Learn:  The Com-
mon Core emphasizes proof and 
evidence.  Long gone are the days 
of worksheets, fact memorizations 
and skill and drill.  Students are not 
taught this way and they are not 
assessed this way.  The new tests 
will require students to explain how 
they know and to move fluently be-
tween different ways of solving a 
problem. 

Talking with the 
Teacher 

 

When you talk with your child’s 
teacher ask to see a sample of 
his/her work. 

Ask the teacher questions about the 
work, like: 

• Is this piece satisfactory? 

• Does this meet the grade level 
expectation? 

• How could it be better? 

• Is my child on track? 

• How can I help my child im-
prove? 

• What resources are available 
that I can use to support my 
child at home? 

If you have concerns, don’t hesitate 
to share them. 

If you have successes or praises, 
share them as well. 

 

 

...the Kindergarten 
Edition 

Common Core 
State Standards 

for Parents... 

This guide provides an overview 
of what your child will learn by 
the end of the year in Mathe-
matics and English Language 
Arts and Literacy.  It focuses on 
the key skills your child will 
learn in these subjects, which 
will build a strong foundation for 
success in other subjects.  This 
guide is based on the new Com-
mon Core State Standards, 
which have been adopted in 
Washington State. 



Common Core Standards for Kindergarten Grade 

 

 

 

Young children arrive in 
kindergarten with wide-
ly varying knowledge in 
math. By the end of the 
year, your child must 
have some important 
foundations in place. 

One of the most important skills your 
child should develop is the ability to add 
and subtract small numbers and use ad-
dition and subtraction to solve word 
problems. This will rely on gaining some 
fundamentals early in the year, such as 
counting objects to tell how many there 
are. Addition and subtraction will contin-
ue to be a very strong focus in math 
through 2nd grade.  Your child will be: 

■ Counting objects to tell how many 
there are 

■ Comparing two groups of objects to tell 
which group, if either, has more; com-
paring two written numbers to tell which 
is greater 

■ Adding with a sum of 10 or less; sub-
tracting from a number 10 or less; and 
solving addition and subtraction word 
problems 

■ Adding and subtracting very small 
numbers quickly and accurately (e.g., 3 
+ 1) 

■ Correctly naming shapes regardless of 
orientation or size (e.g., a square orient-
ed as a “diamond” is still a square) 

English Language Arts 
and Literacy 

Learning new language skills is a hallmark of kin-
dergarten. Your child will learn about the alphabet 
and its role in reading. Your child will practice 
rhyming, matching words with beginning sounds, 
and blending sounds into words. Practice with 
these types of activities is a powerful step toward 
learning to read and spell correctly. The size of 
your child’s vocabulary is another key factor in his 
or her ability to read and comprehend books and 
stories. Your child also will begin to experiment 
with writing and will be encouraged to use a com-
bination of drawing, dictating, and writing letters 
to share information, ideas, and feelings. 

Your child will be: 

■ Naming upper- and lower-
case letters, matching those 
letters with their sounds, 
and printing them 

■ Comparing the adventures 
and experiences of charac-
ters in familiar stories, such 
as fairy tales and folktales 

■ Retelling familiar stories and talking about sto-
ries read to them using details from the text 

■ Using a combination of drawing, dictating, and 
writing to describe an event, including his or her 
reaction to what happened 

■ Stating an opinion or preference about a topic or 
book in writing (e.g., “My favorite book is . . .”) 

■ Asking and answering questions about key de-
tails in stories or other information read aloud 

■ Learning to recognize, spell, and properly use 
those little grammatical words that hold the lan-
guage together (e.g., a, the, to, of, from, I, is, 
are) 

Mathematics 

http://www.k12.wa.us/cor
estandards/default.aspx 

 

http://www.pta.org/comm
oncore 

 

http://www.corestandards
.org 

 

http://www.hunt-
institute.org 

 

http://www.nwea.org/pro
ducts-services/common-

core-map 

Parent-Friendly 
Resources  


